CHAPTER III
SIR GOOROODASS AT COLLEGE

Many of the incidents narrated in this chapter
as well as a few others to find place in my next
have been taken from the short but authentic
Bengali memoir published by Mr. Gourhari Son
in the Ma-nashi. Not a few of these came to my
knowledge direct from Sir Gooroodass himself,
and Mr. Sen's notes have been of great help to me
in faithfully reproducing the impressions from
my memory.

Sir Gooroodass joined the first year class of
the Presidency College, then located in the present
Hindu School and Sanskrit College buildings, in
1860. The foundation-stone of this college at
its present site was laid by Sir George Campbell,
the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in 1872.

As in the school, so in the College, Sir Gooroodass
was a very industrious, hardworking and diligent
student. These qualities, combined with his supe-
rior intelligence, quick perception and an honest
and intense desire to improve, secured for him
the first place not only in his class but also in all
the University examinations. The Calcutta Uni-
versity has seldom produced a more brilliant
graduate or a greater man, taking all things into
consideration, than Sir Gooroodass Banerjee.

Some of the distinguished men of Bengal were